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Think Globally
Act Locally

Ahwhanee conference

March 14, 2008

The challenge

“Continued human progress now
depends on an economic
transformation that is more profound
than any seen in the last century . . .
our economy is dependent on the
broader ecosystem that contains it.”

Christopher Flavin, Worldwatch President
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Where we live

For the first time in
human history,
more people live
in cities than on
the farm

How we live

The scale and pace
of change is
unprecedented in
human history
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Of the world’s 6.7 billion people, 3.4
billion now live in cities

One billion of them live in slums
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Megacities

In 1950, there were
only 2 cities on
the planet that
had a population
over 10 million

Today, there are 26

In 1980, the population of
Shenzen was 25,000

Today, it is 11,280,000
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To get rich is glorious

An unquenchable
consumer
demand for
access to the good
life
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One billion cars

“Soaring car ownership,
frantic motorway
construction and a
booming economy
evokes images of
America . . . Yet, in
China's case, these
developments have
been compressed into
just a few years.”

The Economist
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Forget about the panda

This year alone,
China will
construct 112,000
miles of rural
highways
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Largest carbon footprint on the planet
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One out of every five construction cranes in
the world are working in Dubai
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One out of every five construction cranes in

The techno fix
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Greenwashing

One out of every five construction cranes in

Sustainability
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Globalization

Derivative
Growth

“Credit derivatives will continue their
high growth and that growth rate will be
higher than any other market.”

Jerry Del Missier
Barclays Capital
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Energy usage

Global pollution
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Oil prices

Source: DOD, DOE
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Defending our way of life

Global warning

“Rising global
temperatures are expected
to raise sea level and
change precipitation and
other local climate
conditions, which could
alter forests, crop yields,
and water supplies and
also affect human health,
animals and many types of
ecosystems.”

U.S. E.P.A.
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“Today, the US will buy $2 billion
more from the world than they buy
from us.”

Warren Buffett

Stein’s Law

“Things that are not sustainable have a tendency
to come to a stop.”

Herb Stein
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Stein’s Law

“Things that are not sustainable have a tendency to come
to a stop.”

Herb Stein

"Things that can't go on forever, don't."

“Cities outperform suburbs on nearly
every measure of environmental well-
being.

Compact communities are so much
better than sprawling ones that a
quite credible argument can be made
that land use reform is the most
important environmental policy in
North America.”

Alex Steffen, WorldChanging
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Conventional suburban
development

Zoning
segregates where
we live, work,
and shop

Is the law in
virtually every
city in America

Sprawl America

Auto-dependent
landscape
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The time is right

“Nothing is more powerful
than an idea whose times
has come”

Victor Hugo

"California is moving
the United States
beyond debate and
doubt to action!"

Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger
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Can’t get there from here

“The U. S. transportation
sector cannot do its fair
share through vehicle
and fuel technology
alone.  We have to find
a way to sharply reduce
the growth in vehicle
miles traveled across
the nation’s sprawling
suburban areas.”

ULI: Growing Cooler

Start with a vision

“Where there is no
vision, the people
perish”

Proverbs 29:18
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“The most common approach is to
consider alternative, renewable
energy sources and conservation
to satisfy American appetites at
their current level . . . The urgent
actions needed to prevent a Peak
Oil crisis fit with the actions
needed to improve quality of life
and leave future generations
with a healthy planet.”

Greening Ventura

“The most common approach is to

“Our goal is to be
a model for other
communities of
environmental
responsibility.”

2005 General Plan
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Cracking the code

Zoning is the
DNA of sprawl

Coding for people, not cars

Neighborhoods,
Districts and
Corridors
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The advantages

1. Decriminalizes a mix of uses and mixed
housing types

2. De-emphasizes land use regulation in
favor of shaping form

3. Focuses attention to streetscape and
the public realm

4. Establishes coherent public
participation process for determining
overall form and character

5. Tells developers what you want

Block by block
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Block by block

Making neighborhoods
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Taming the giant

Going green

Planning neighborhoods

Projects vs. places
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Small is beautiful
“A planning director from

the Paris Metro once
visited and told us, ‘You
don't have any experts
on your team!’ ‘You're
right,’ I said. ‘If we were
experts, we would reach
a conclusion that it isn't
feasible!’”

Jaime Lerner



29

Sustainable economy

Equity
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Lessons we’re learning

Everyone has to be at the table

Connecting the dots
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Think globally
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Act locally

Creating a sustainable
future is our
challenge

Our own communities
is where we start
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The example we set

“If we cannot
help the many
who are poor,
we cannot
save the few
who are rich.”

John F. Kennedy


